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Paleolithic Artifacts from Cham-e Souran, Islamabad 
Plain, Central Western Zagros Mountains, Iran 



By Fereydoun Biglari. Teheran and Kamyar Andi. Ann Arbor* 

A surface occurrence or possible Paleolithic artifacts was found during the first season ol 
archaeological research in the Islamabad Plain 1 . Our survey of the plain included recon- 
naissance in small peripheral plains and valleys. One of these peripheral areas is the Si- 
yekhor Plain, leading from the Islamabad Plain to a longitudinal valley extending about 
15 km to the north to the mountains of Kamaleddin. Korkor, and Bilahar with maxi 
mum elevation of around 2.000 m above sea level (f ig, I ). 

In the juncture or the Souran and Islamabad Plains, about 5 km ENE of the town ol 
Islamabad and 2 km NNW of the village of Siyekhor. on July 6. 1998, the team gcqmorr 
phologist. Sanian Hcydari found a small chopping tool (ffe. 2S) on the left bank of the 
seasonal river of Cham-c Souran, a major tributary of the Ruvand River. As the signifi- 
cance of this single find became immediately obvious, we returned to investigate the area 
around the findspot a few davs later. An area of approximately 150 * 20 m on the stream 
bed and adjacent terraces at an elevation of around 1.350 m above sea level were 
surveyed for surface remains. The sun-eyed area was recorded and given a designation 
AD 51: Cham-e Souran; N 34°. T 750 E 46°. 34' 792). 



Finds from ihe First Season, 1998 

In that short revisit to the site, we found four more artifacts, all more or less patmaled and 
rolled (Fig. 2). Nos. 1 - 2. 4-5 are of a crypto-crystalline silicate with fine to matte frac- 
L surfLs. reddish (IOR3/1-2. 10R4/3-4), in color, and ^JJ^^SS 
(SYVh bedding as well. This is the so-called Tadiolanan chert of the Zagros usul m 
or j/n ncauiiig a-s v f banded tan 

many periods for making stone tools. One item ing, ~>; IS OI " . in 
mnWj and cream (I0YR7/2) chert, also widespread in the /.agros. 
ize and range in maximum length from 23.1 to 58.7 mm. The cu rvature ol U* u ' 
one piece of the red chert ,No. 5) indicates ^^^^^^Z 
eier from streams were the source lor these artilacts. Nonetheless. ne\ "u™ 
ciu. num sm-'iiM. ~ •n.iHiiriri rime omcr .ie o he /.il!.os .uul 



The artifacts we collected at Cham-e Souran in our firs, season f&j ^"^^ 
r u Tnakc with clear bulb and platform remnant. Tins is pari ot i Us allots Hake 
0) A flake with removal three blade-like Hakes weir removed from 

with a facetted platfonn. Prior to ii> Kmo\ai. uuee 

"^T^ •. v ,r,hn n Sneth and Hcnrv T. Wright for reading ami commenting on an eadief draft 
•We would like to diunk Mm U Spetn dim nrary * 

• £' h fi TELn of airhaeotome-l research in the Islamabad Plum wi» «nicd out ... « IjjU tog 
filtt Koson we focused oi, .hoc uum *^°^« by ncum of « M-atigrapluc cut -1 

|u m aiul docun«Mfaj m unknown port of "P?^ *™ > ,„ tJw P)ttin tAK li n.d.l The 

^cond ^on w*> earned ou t» . 

as well ns test excavation* at Chogtia unvancn i«<« i 



Pert \ down I 



ami Kamy« r 




1 nup oi Si^kluvr Plain, slu.wuij: ihc kocaliuit ul Cham-c Souran and Giam-C Barzch 0* nl 

kitten; 

the same pUlorm. Then another flake \%as struck from the opposite end of the cote.- 
lunsmg ,n the d»sul end r itus flake. Finally ihis Rake was struck, removing a remnant 
.it one end oi the core. There are traces of possible retouch or geological crushing on the 
left Hide. Si/c 28.8 x 27.8 * \\ A mm. Weight 9.39 g. 

IJ) An end-notched Hake Tins is probably pan of a flake from a prepared core. 

TT ."S n \ C r: aril> Uvallois ^fined. The tiny plattorm remnant may be 

facetted. Sbe 34,9 * 28,9 x 12.4 mm. Weight 12 02 g 



Patrol it h i e art i cfacs from Oiam*e Soumn 3 




1 2 3 4 5 em 

r= a i i * ' 

ffiXj /* Fig. Cham c Souran \rtifacts (First season. l^Sj 

m Probably p touched Datum! flake or a core .rimming flake, lit MM 
large pice perhaps a tubular fxagmen. from an outcrop rather than a nver cobble. Sm 
«7y^4x M I mm. Weight 1 6.25 g. . ■ . .u^ u 

(4) A den ic I ted blade segment with no sign of sickle sheen. ^^(N^ 

27.3 x 23. 1 * 5.7 mm. We.ght 3.74 g. w ^ 

(5) A chopping tool or small core wilh bifacial llakuifc aionj, one j. * 

40.9 x 34.6 x 22.7 mm. Weiglt 32.38 g. 



RndS from the Second Season. 1 999 

vnml season in 1999 and surveyed a larger area along the 
Wc returned to the site m our second season in i astern 

Sounm River. The closes, Icnow* source of ^g^gj^ moslly ftp* * 
slop cs Of die Kamaleddin Mountain. ^ fronl g , 30 on » 

Eocene Shahbazan Formation and occur as nodule rant e 



4 Miert and fine, tntnslusceni tan 

„, n< ilv coame, medium gTa> n , norl heast of the 

d,n,c„on-\ NcduM 'Thrown cherts a, cobbles and 

chct Both «vP«5^SSo fine reddish and hne da kb « Fomm _ , 

lhCf V ^ ones and sands-ones w, thin U ^ south of 
pebbles ^ various K. ^ from .he uBl. 

.ion 1 These types an K amaleddfal Moun- 

Til j wr. lame "I"""" "° ,k '! P , ,no ,„-' Wc collecled some samples al 
1 i:ma« ,1 Cham-e Bur/eh. Tins coulc uu.i inrhldes mo st y notches, with 

some piercers, denticulate* a few ^"^V , J, some of Che Cham-e Souran art,- 
n:iU 'resemble end- » s ,^scra^ We^^ cham-e Bar,eh open-a,r sue 
, ik ,.s my feVe found their way 10 the river g ^ 

through erosion. a tgfcr sample from Cham-e Souran 

Ling our second season coined » Unjc ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(f)V ,, They arc made a umdirec uor.ul core, There are some 

,1) A small hinging flake-blade WJ™V ,7 6 * 7 9 * 12.5 mm. Weight 

s j gns of retouch or damage on the edges of this piece. Sue 1/ 

°%> k broken Leval.ois fluke *„„ radial preparation Its proximal end is broken. ; 
There" « sfuns of retouch or wear on its distal, left edge. It is from a multidirectional 

Lcvallois core. S.ze 1 93 * 13-6 x 10.2 mm. Weight 1 .60 g 

O) A small retouched or used flake. Its striking platform is facetted, with its Ittt 
edge near the distal end broken off. Size 19. 1 x 1 5.3 x 5.2 mm. Weight 1 .30 g. 

(4) A medial fragment of a flake. It is probably from a prepared core. Mze 
21.4 x 19,2 x 6.1 mm. Weight 2.21 g. 

(5) A broken (lake, (is distal end is retouched inversely and its striking platform IS 
plain li is stmck from a unidirectional core. Size 25.5 * 26.8 mm. Weight 6.90 g. 

(6) A retouched Hake removed from a bi-directional core. Its bulb of percussion 
is pronounced and may have been detached by hard-hammer technique. Size 42.7 x 28.9 
x 10.9 mm. Weight 1 1.42 g. 

(7) A Hake with its ventral face retouched at the distal end. Us striking platform is plain 
and it is struck from a unidirectional core. Size 32.5 x 28.3 x 10.1 mm. Weight 4.60 g. 

(K> A broken blade reminiscent of an Aurignacian blade. Its lateral edges 
are damaged. Its striking platform was facetted. Size 36.1 x 13.8 x 10.2 mm. Weight 
2.60 g. 

C?) A semi-conical eore trimming flake with dihedral bull, probably from a nodular 
Chen which is abundant at the structural ridge of Kamateddin Mountain to the nortfcbf 

2 ? . ; N ' lhc d,Mal end ,,lcrt ' ,s «»w scar which reminds one of notching; Tht* 
piece probably comes from the large opernur site of Cham-c Barzeh to the north. Size 

« << - 35.0 > m i mm Weight 29.23 g. 

come'? rom ?Sr!«!f " S mi,dc of a nalural ,lakc - *■ «kc No. 9 it probably 

^meMromUam-eBarzeb. Size 49.8x39.1 x 11.1 mm. Weight 22.41 g. 



Hiclij mites hy S. Hcydaii 



Pjlcolilhic ariic flics from Oiamx' Souran 




> ftn one side. U is 

* Us cortex is P^ <c f °" size 19.6 k 19.0 

-hinped mm C0K : h from a single platform. Size 
ill) A sctnitmPP 1 - , chl pped ' Tom J 

, „Mklish chert notliii<- an« nrcs ervcd on one 

Bunch. Size 41 .6*1* I 



Conclusion 



. tv> a homogenous assemblage. It is 

mixed wHlj typolog.culK law an assemblages from mi. - 

. ivmi-illv compared to oinu ra«.« i„i: nf . its importance, especially uie 
small to be lornuli) con , colle(: „on underline Us ini ^ w . ( , hoDDcrs 

r ]. hni some leatures »• w . . ,.i,, m ,.nis. Core cnoppc»» oiitwj* 

urns (Fig- f J b 3c Orc . ch0P pcr and some Levallots elements Mountains 
a. nirtiee n a small coit tiiun nscmrtbiies from tnc z-igiua " . .„ 

Liini pan of later Lower Paleolithic asscmo.^ cham-e Souran 

farm an important pan. «■ A.hpulian sue about Ml Km ui 

Locally Pal-c Batik, a^bhr is chil mclcrized by the presence of 

Jo* Man Valley The Pal e Bank a^emg coU< ^ on . Nolche d pieces arc 
imi lar core-chopped that compose ^ tDols are made of thick natu- 

aiso common in ihe^^ in ^ ^ifale late 

r , alu l accident* fl#* ^ ^ Bazar in Iraqi Kurdistan 7 and Gakta 

Acheulian assemblages from Barda ^ «™ of Gakia . a large open-air Paleolithic 
io ihc casi of Kcrmanshah In a recent re sum\ > 

workshop. Biidari und Heydari found some ^^^"^^ lhe Mehnin Plain 
and deb tage products. Furthermore, during an ^ M0, °^^^^ with other 
S U ti Bigtari and G. Nokandeh collected *^ (see 
products at Amur Mcrdeg. a surface occurrence to lhe north of the town or mc j™ 

^ 5* presence of Leva-Ms pieces in the Cham-e Souran collection "^'^ 
csiin, ieaiure. One of these pieces is blade struck from a Levallois core ^^rf 
(ate as the Levantine Ahmarian Industry', and are well illustrated from the Moustcnarr V 
die Bisoiun cave only about KM) km ENE of Cham-e Souran 10 , but have not been tjpon^ 
from other occurences on river terraces and hilltops in the region, except Awi ^ er v* 
flake assemblage collected in 1992 by Biglari from gravels of the Awi Kher {orGara&J 

4 In the cow* ol Ihc Iranian PiehtMoni; Project m 1959-1960. Ihc Oriental tiislitulc leom found sonic 
Ach^lun tiarhkaes and flake tools on a hilltop scatter near Gakia lo the tail of Kcfmanshali <Bra»WW 
I960, l%l l. A recent recurve) of iht% localii) by Biglun and Heydan \uggcsu thai Gakia « in tatA a vtt-si 
vunTaee sue presumably a large quarry and workshop foi making -stone tools Here Biglari and Heyoan 
found a nearly complete range of morphological types including *omc cotes, primary cortical elcfttCnVH 
Make, and <k«nm fragments. Tools include one handoxe, some chofj^tni! tools, iind otJicr heavy duty 
tool* Alvo tee are 4omt scrapen and denfcihlc nolchetl flakes. 
Siotiunwn 1993. Fig, 6^.d 
' Mimciiwn mh Tig. 6.7:*^; 

WnehvHowc 1951; RraulwoooVliDwc 1%0. ^^^H 
See footnote 4. 
Mark^'Kaulman J9S3, 
n> Oibblc 1984, 



Poteolilhtc amcfacv from Qiam-e Souran 




Fig. 4, General map 



of Will Otfiwit Iran, showing the location 
tithic locsilitic^ found on nver termi 



oT ChuFirc Souran and oilier open air palco- 



nd hHiiup^ 



■u . « „r rt» O ira Su River about 40 km 10 the north of Chanvc Sou- 
R.ver. a western inhuiary oUh. Q«« > « ^ tjkc c1wJn . c Souran. and 

ran. This assemblage ^^^jJSS^flJ use ol the U-valtois .eehnu.u. 
probably Cham-e teneh. ^"^ °' ^ of ^ ^ ,« poorly known u » . hoped 
The Lower and Early M'<W' «™J s iinil cham-e Bar/ch. and other 
dial delailetl studies of recent finds Irani uiam knowledge of Hi earhcr 

finds Hon, the Islamitbad survey area (now under wav) 



Zagros Paleolithic. 



. . imin Chun* Sour ' in 
Abd. P^ 1,,,,ic i,rt " :, 

Bibil«og ra P hy 

, i w«icm Z»P» Mountain*. Prelirai- 

K ,. i .he fii* 1 m „,« 11W8-2000. ran 38 (in 

m ^ ° f ,lK , Rcnot1 on die r. R . «*« «^ons 1 

liw!itu.rxxl \ "*> wkl .,, ^ world* wnnen 

I960, 1^61, 3-7. 
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R J U..adwood.Tne Iran*"" (Chicago 1961). 

l«» p,,,,^ in v,s,i B :n.on> in Iraq, K— » SAC - 

» m \;?om< rtw Mourteri" industry fr° m Bisilun cave (Iran). 

p , o(ilhic ot , jlc Kcnnamhah region. Rcccn, researc* i.nanuscnpt ,„ prepa- 
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Ancient rock art in Uzbekistan 



B\ M. Khuzhanazarov. Samarkand 



The lock drawings (pclroglyphs) arc one of ihc widely spread types of archaeological 
monuments of Uzbekistan. Today Uzbek archaeologies have studied about 140 rnonu- 
menus of rock ait dating back to ten thousand years B.C., from the Mesohlhic up to the 
Middle Ages. Rock art representations of Uzbekistan are concentrated mainly in the 
northwest 10 central part and the northeast of the country. Among them lii-.-re are fre- 
quently monuments of ancient art, but there are many difficulties with i heir dating and 11 
is not so easy lo decipher them. The drawings are the most valuable source for the under 
standing of the inner world, an and culture of ancient people. iheir philosophy and aes- 
thetic world. Also they arc a valuable source for zoologists, because there are so many 
kinds of animals, depicted on rocks, that do not live in the area any more and are not met 
at present. They might be completely extinct or have left to other regions because ofenvi 

ronmental conditions. 

As it is known, the landscape of Uzbekistan consists of semi-desert, foothills ami 
mountains. The vast territories of the east and central parts of the republic are covered by 
ihe mountain ranges of Altai, Western Tyanshan, the Hissar, Zaraphshan and Nurata. 
Even in the Kv/vikum. which is still known wrongly as periphery, desert mountains and 
gorges prevail tFig. tl Painted or engraved drawings or whole compositions may be 
found every where in the mountains on smooth surfaces, limestones, slate, granite, sand- 
stone rocks, wherever it is possible to draw. The drawings arc technically divided into 
two groups: rock paintings (drawn with paint) and peiroglyphs (engraved on the rock sur 

Uzbekistan is very rich in petroglyphs. left by peoples and tribes being inhabits 
of the country in ancient times. It is interesting to note, that petroglyphs as . . rule war 
engraved on "rocks in deep gorges a. secured picture places Vety ^»gSS 
different epochs are found on smooth rock surfaces at the same places close to ea.h other 

<F ' S 'I!' . , ■ „r -7r.^„.L-miir are the earliest alid the richest in terms of the 

l - ; ;l A i mn «f>rtl<*menl. It was discovcreu in n> 
5 km to the south from the ^to^n*nt . ^ 

mm l F, Lomaev. The drawmgs "e pa^wi* « h 
n,chcs and were covered hy s,nten ^ ^^ ^t^hler groups for d. 
Scenes of mm W ,,U w,lJ bul,!> "" d ?*T?Z^J dtaw.n-s Most of the hunters 
prey is presented in ^^^clS^^ "sX I Other people of 
are shown with c*«O^K. cWb« to toni^ to. ^ boom . 

Zarautsai are drawn schen^ ^ r -er hands is drawn as one or two p.rrallel 
erangs and perhaps axes. The how " ht m , hc fam of slniig m b ;us with two 

arcs, often with an arrow ^J^^^mm drawings of people, bows, ar 
or three forks at the base and with a *t»arp P '" , h w 
rows and animals arc known among many ^"^l^Sottija. and the Bronze 
The rock pictures ^SSSft ^uts, are reHecttng 

Age epochs, and to medieval penoos. rc Ueious ceremonies, but 

hJnter s life. Obv.ousiy. Zarau.sa. was a d.Mnc, o. hun.tn, re g 



